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Polar bear
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The biggest of the bears, the polar bear is instantly recognizable by
its thick white fur. It lives in the icy Arctic region in the far north of
the world, where few other animals can survive. Polar bears are
superb swimmers, and use their front paws to paddle through the
water. A polar bear can hold its breath for up to two minutes when
diving. Polar bears usually prey on seals, which they attack when the
seals surface through holes in the ice to breathe. The polar bear is
well equipped to survive the freezing temperatures of the Arctic. It
has thick layers of fur and blubber (fatty tissue). Underneath its
white fur, a polar bear has black skin, which absorbs the Sun’s
warming rays. These layers keep polar bears warm, but they can
overheat so they roll around in the snow to cool down.

Polar bears have a thick,
waterproof coat of long,
creamy-white fur. This helps
the bear to hide itself in the
snow while hunting prey. Each
hair is a clear, hollow tube
which helps to keep the bear
warm by trapping the Sun's
heat.

T

Curved claws help the bear to
dig through ice.
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Reading comprehension questions:

1) Where can polar bears be found?

2) For how long can a polar bear hold its breath?

3) Which animals do polar bears usually eat?

4) What colour is a polar bear's skin?

5) Why do polar bears have curved claws?

6) Canyou find two words that explain what blubber is?

6) How does a polar bear's creamy-white fur help it hunt?

7) Canyou think of 3 of your ownwords that best describe a
polar bear?

_8) Use a dictionary to find out the meaning of the word

‘absorb'.




